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I.  Course Description

This course introduces students to some of the basics of interpreting the Bible with the urban poor.  The course has three overarching emphases: the basics of Biblical interpretation, and exposure to the fields of ethnohermeneutics and ethnotheology. The latter will be explored from a practical process of engaging in a storytelling retreat with practitioners on a significant urban poor theme or issue.
II. Course Rationale

Throughout the course students will be taught—primarily through the Bible itself—the basics of good Bible interpretation.  Such teaching will focus on the various literary forms or genres (law, narrative, poetry, letter, parable, etc.) found within the Bible as well as the various “rules” best used to interpret these forms.  Students will also examine the Bible interpretation methods of Jesus and the early New Testament church as possible models for interpreting the Bible with the urban poor today.  

Throughout the course students will also be exposed to the newly emerging field of ethnohermeneutics (Bible interpretation done in multi-cultural, multi-generational and cross-cultural contexts) Ethnohermeneutics is a foundational component of any truly contextualized Bible interpretation done with the urban poor.  In this section of the course students will be taught how to discover the hermeneutical methods already used by the urban poor as well as how to ascertain the appropriateness of these methods to the study of the Bible itself.  Opportunity will be given for students to develop their own ethnohermeneutical approach to doing appropriate Bible interpretation with a particular urban poor community of their interest and appropriately helping to equip that community to better interpret the Bible for themselves and their community.
This will be largely done through a 2 day retreat with practitioners and theologians examining a particular theme of importance to urban poor pastors and/or NGO workers.   Students will 

· meet with a cluster of urban poor leaders to identify a felt need that becomes a central issue for such a gathering.  (The professor may need to do this six months prior)
· Recruit 20-40 leaders to meet, plus 2-3 theologians

· Establish the storytelling environment and prepare an introductory presentation from the scriptures on the key theme

· Facilitate groups to explore the felt issue and report to plenary (the city conversation)
· Facilitate the groups to explore their Biblical responses and report to plenary (the God-conversations)
· Document (on laptops, 3 typists taking turns, all the discussions)

· Write up the outcomes into a document for the participants that shows the emergence of a transformational theology and identifies the steps to bring it about in action.

· Publish and disseminate
Relevance to Ministry: Interpreting the Bible with the urban poor is a complex task.  It is therefore crucial for pastors and missionaries ministering within the contexts of the urban poor to become aware of some of these complexities in order to better interpret the truths of the Word of God in such contexts.

III.  Student Learning Outcomes
Students should expect to:
Intellectual

1. Acquire familiarity with the strengths and weaknesses of their own hermeneutical approaches, as well as currently dominant hermeneutical methods used worldwide
2. Gain an introductory understanding of some of the hermeneutical methods of the New Testament writers as they interpreted the Old Testament as possible models for Bible interpretation done with the urban poor today.
Practical

3. Become skilled in using the genre approach to Bible interpretation as well as some of the genre-specific “rules” that aid in good Bible interpretation.
4. Learn how to ascertain and evaluate hermeneutical methods already functioning within urban poor contexts.
5. Know how to utilize a Transformational Conversations approach as a culturally appropriate hermeneutical method that will aid Bible interpretation done within a selected urban poor group. 

IV.  Course Materials
Reconnecting God’s Story to Ministry, by Tom A. Steffen (Waynesboro, GA:  Authentic, 


2005).

The Bible in Culture. Toward Ethnohermeneutics: Interpreting God’s Word in Across  


Cultures, by Larry W. Caldwell (prepublication draft, 2006).
Grigg, Viv.  Transformational Conversations. www.encarnacao.org/PhD/ .

Gener, Timoteo. (2001) “Re-imaging Conversion in the Lowland Philippine Setting: The 
Perspective of Gospel Re-rooting,” Journal of Asian Mission 3/1.

V.  Assignments
1.  Interpreting the Bible Self-Inventory: A twenty question self-inventory on Bible interpretation is required in order for each student to get to know his/her Bible interpretation history, preunderstandings, and method(s) more clearly. The self-inventory is attached to this syllabus. Most people who take the self-inventory need 2-3 hours to answer the questions, all of which results in a 3-5 page typed double-spaced paper. This paper will count 10% towards the final grade.

2.  Readings:  Students will read 500 pages from the above suggested books and articles, including all six ethnohermeneutics-related articles and the required sections of Fee and Stuart that will be delineated in class.  A reading log will be kept and will count 20% towards the student’s final grade.  More details of this reading log will be given in class.

3.  Exegetical Assignments:  There will be 3 exegetical assignments on a particular biblical text over the course of the semester. These 3 assignments will count 30% towards the student’s final grade (i.e., each assignment is worth 10% of the grade). These exegetical assignments will be comprised of two parts, as follows:

Part 1.  Textual Exegesis. The first part of the exegetical assignment will involve answering questions of a biblical text related to a specific literary genre found in the Bible.  Answers will be given based upon the preceding class lecture, the required reading, and the student’s own analysis of the specific biblical text.  More details of this part of the assignment will be given in class.

Part 2. Cultural Exegesis.   The second part of the exegetical assignment will involve answering questions of the text related to a specific urban poor group that the student is currently engaged with.  Here the local urban poor community will have opportunity to give their hermeneutical insights into the biblical text.  More details of this part of the assignment will be given in class.

Each part of the specific exegetical assignment is worth 5%, will average 2-3 typed double-spaced pages in length, and will be graded independently of the other part. Each part will be due at the beginning of the class period on which it is assigned.  

4. Story-telling Retreat: Students will work as teams in the organization of the story-telling retreat, facilitation, integration, publication and the dissemination of the transformational theology.  30% of final grade.
5. Final Exam:  There will be only one exam.  It will be written during the last two hours of the final class session.  During this time the student will be given the opportunity to respond, in a coherent essay, to the topic:  “How I Will Interpret Scripture With the Urban Poor.”  This essay will count 10% towards the final grade.  

VI.  Class Schedule:

Weeks 1-3—Introductory lectures on interpreting the Bible with the urban poor

Weeks 4-13— Interpreting the Bible with the urban poor: exegetical assignments on the text and on the culture of the urban poor 

Weeks 1-14: Fieldwork:  2 day Story-telling Retreat with practitioners and theologians examining a particular theme of importance to urban poor pastors and/or NGO workers.   Students will 

· meet with a cluster of urban poor leaders to identify a felt need that becomes a central issue for such a gathering in one of weeks 8-10.  (The professor may need to do this six months prior)

· Depending on the partnering organizations involved and the extent they will organise, assign roles to facilitate this gathering

· Recruit 20-40 leaders to meet, plus 2-3 theologians

· Establish the storytelling environment and prepare an introductory presentation from the scriptures on the key theme

· Facilitate groups to explore the felt issue and report to plenary (the city conversation)

· Facilitate the groups to explore their Biblical responses and report to plenary (the God-conversations)

· Document all the discussions (on laptops, 3 typists taking turns,)

· The Class Facilitator will integrate these conversations into the transformational conversation and work with the leadership of the group of leaders to explore with the participants the acts of implementation.

· Weeks 11-13 Edit and write up the outcomes into a document for the participants that shows the emergence of a transformational theology and identifies the steps to bring it about in action.

· Week 14-15 Publish and disseminate back to the participants and elsewhere.
Weeks 15—Evaluation and concluding discussions on interpreting the Bible with the urban poor

Week 16—Final exam
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